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BOAT TEST

Selene 47

An Inspired Long Range Trawler from China

BY ZUZANA PROCHAZKA
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Design, Construction
and Performance
The Selene line of modified
displacement hull trawlers comes
from Jet-Tern Marine, a subsidiary
of Jet-Tern Group — the largest
tableware manufacturer in  the
world. ‘The shipyard was started
in 1998, employs about 500 peo-
ple and is the darling of naval
architect and  passionate boat
builder, Howard Chen. Located
two hours from Hong Kong on
mainland China, the shipyard first
produced a 43 foot tawler that
was marketed under the name
Solo but was later re-launched as
the Selene 43 and then extended
into what is today the Selene 47
There are some brand names
associated with the Selene
including Ted Hood, the pre-emi
nent sailboat designer who is
now part of the Selene dealer
network as well as advisor for
design evolution of upcoming
models. The shipyard employ
Taiwanese managers and engi
neers as well as Chinese workers
and relies heavily on American
input and owner feedback. The
line is very diversified from the
36 which is the only semi-dis:
placement hull and is considered
a coastal boat, to the upcoming
offshore 62 footer that is due out
at the end of 2004
Below the waterline,

Selenes

are solid fiber Above the water-
ine and throughout the deck, the con-
struction is vacuum bagged Balsa or
Divinycell coring, Structural beams
are all fiberglass for longevity and
atiention to detail is very high in every
aspect of the construction. The boat
has a fine entry but it gets tall and
beamy very quickly. Altogether, it is a
snappy boat that responds quickly, is
very maneuverable and although
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bouncy in chop, keeps roll to a mini
mum due to its flat bottom. Visibility
forward form the flybridge is not great
but it is adequate from the sides and
from the wheelhouse below where
found it vibration and noise even at
top RPMs. The 47 will tum easily in its
own length and when we came back
into a very tight slip at the brokerag
the boat drew an audience which, in
this case was a good thing and a real
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testament to its maneuverability

Top speed for the 47 is 105 knots
with cruising speed around 9 knots
The burn rate is approximately 3.6
gallons at 9.2 knots. However, with
the standard 950 gallons of fuel, at
7.5 knots it is possible for the 47 to
have a range of 2,500-3,000 nautical
miles which makes the boat a true
bluewater voyager. The boat sports
a very shippy look due 1o its raked
wheelhouse windows and is general
ly a very well appointed sea going
trawler that is a great combination of
safety, versatility and affordability
The majority of owners on the left
coast are couples who coastal cruise
or head offshore in waters anywhere
between Alaska and Mexico.

Flybridge and Deck

Tl be repeating myself but one of
the striking things about the Selene is
the extensive list of standard features.
For example, the flybridge, which can
be an expensive option on other
boats, comes standard. Other stan
dards are the shower in the aft cock-
pit, the huge lazaretie below the
cockpit and the hinged swim step
that can be useful for security to
ward off unwanted boarders or a life-

saver in a marina that allows no
overhang. The cockpit is fully cov-
ered by the flybridge deck as are the
sides 1o allow maximum protection
inst the elements

Forward, there is a large Muir elec-
tric windlass with up and down con
wol switches out of the way in the
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deep anchor locker so that the wind-
ass is not activated by accident
There are also beefy anchor rollers
and a large Sampson post on the
bow to take the strain off the wind-
lass in an anchomage. All hawse
cleats are recessed so they don't
become kne: ockers and there are
plenty of handholds when moving
the entire length of the vessel. The
additional storage near the bow and
beneath the wheelhouse windows is
a very nice additional feature.

Layout & Accommodations

The Selene 47 is simply beautiful
inside. Starting at the wheelhouse,
we find a good seating area to allow
others to keep the helmsman compa-
ny and the bunk behind the seating
bench extends 10 inches to a full 6'4™
for anyone choosing to stay near the
helm while off watch. The fiybridge
is accessed from the cockpit and also
from inside the wheelhouse for
quick maneuvering, The electrical
panel is easily accessible and com
pletely labeled and there is also
convenient, full-sized, pull-out chart
table for the navigator.

The rest of the 47 offers generous
living space in two layout options.
The most popular brings you down a
few steps from the wheelhouse with
a seagoing galley amidships. The
large saloon is a wonderful combina-
tion of top notch joinery, leather
cushions, bamboo blinds, high end
fixtures and a beautiful teak and
holly sole. A unique feature of the
Selenes is the commissary, a crawl-in
storage space below the saloon sole
and behind the engine room.
really makes ion as it fea-
tures a 10-c
wine rack and dry storage 2

A unique feature of the
Selenes is the commis-
sary, a crawl-in storage
space helow the saloon
sole and behind the
engine room.

which are standard. The finish in
this pantry below the sole is of the
same quality as anything that is visi-
ble in the galley or saloon,

A few steps down on the port side,
there is a washer/dryer combo that is
standard and immediately to the right
is the engine room door. The engine
room is remarkable. It is a crawl in
engine room but it is very well
designed for working underway and
everything is accessible. Attention to
fety is evident everywhere — from
the handholds, bracing and access to
key systems

On’ this layout (with the galley
amidships) the stacroom is in the
bow, with an island berth, plenty of
storage space and a plush finish.
The master head features a bathtub.
The guest cabin has two bunk beds
and can be left open for an airy feel-
ing down below. The guest head
has 2 separate shower stall and just
like master head, feels like a “bath-
room’” rather than a head. Storage is
excellent with huge, cedar lined
hanging lockers and tons of drawer
and the boats are pre-wired for TV
and ster An optional layout for
the 47 places the master stateroom
amidships and the galley above to
port.

Systems & Mechanical

Again, many of the systems on the
Selene are standard including the dual
Racor fuel filtration system, 4 bilge
pumps, oil change pump system, 8kw
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generator,  washer/dryer,  and
bowthruster.  Optional systems are
few so an owner can focus on
specing out electronics and an

autopilot, and adding an inverter and
microwave and the vessel is mostly
ready for extended cruising. Most of
the components and engines are US
sourced and include names like
Grunert, Westerbeke, Northern Lights,
Cummins and a Forespar mast and
dinghy hoist which are also standard.
Gel coat, paints, and pumps are also
sourced in the US or outside of China
so furure maintenance and parts ava
ability are both greatly simplified.
The Selene 47 is powered by a sin-
gle Cummins 280HP sel but a
S6HP Yanmar can be added as an
optional wing engine that is the “get
you home” engine with its own com-
plete system including shaft and pro-
peller. There is also an optional fuel
transfer system to spread the weight
of the 950 gallons of fuel between
two baffled tanks so the skipper can
adjust the trim depending on the
kind of provisioning that was done,
The boat is designed so that the
engine can be removed via the
saloon sole, over the galley (the
headliner is removable) and out
above the flybridge deck. It takes
approxina ately a half day for removal
f day for installation of the
u\].,lnu w boats are actually
designed for ease of engine removal
and this feature really shows some

continued on p.50 »
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